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Team 2191: Flux Core

Ed Healey

“Ed is coming today.”

The phrase calls for passive acceptance, but among members of Team 2191 it incites widespread revelry. The promise of Ed Healey’s presence ensures we will be set on track and little loitering will occur in the workshop. Ed, the grounding force of the workshop, inspires creativity, communication, and improvement. He is not one to sugarcoat the ominous list of tasks that must be done. Yet despite his demands, Ed leaves a feeling of hope in our hearts.
“Are you done yet?”
Ever since the formation of the team in 2007, Ed has entered the workshop with these words on the tip of his tongue. When we are at a standstill in production, Ed encourages us to attack the robot from a different angle. There should never be a pause in the action, he reiterates, even in the midst of crippling frustration.
“Sometimes just talking about it – Click! You know what you’re doing wrong.”

Often, statements like these enable us to muddle through our clashing designs. Ed inspires us to harness our resources and our differences through communication. With Ed’s encouragement, we gravitate between stations to update each other on new discoveries. Rarely do our members complain of exclusion, because Ed encourages the incorporation of all talents into the build. Meanwhile, Ed beats into our minds the principles of Gracious Professionalism™ and Coopertition™ with the hammers of repetition and reinforcement. 
“Now when your stuff is all done, go help someone else.”
Ed’s passion for mechanics, Gracious Professionalism, and Coopertition triggers our excitement for robotics. At one point in the season, Ed conceptualized a solution to a problem with mini-bot deployment. In the middle of the night, he rose to execute a design, and the next morning he bubbled with enthusiasm for the idea. Collaboration ensued to perfect the idea. Ed encouraged us to find angles and dimensions ourselves, and to determine practical applications for the theories we have learned in Physics, Calculus, or Trigonometry. 
“[Visitors] are going to be impressed to see that [robot] out there, to see that teenagers put that together.”
As the workshop begins to settle down, Ed parks himself at a workbench to assist in number crunching. Armed with solutions to our problems, Ed is a powerhouse of technological expertise. Under his wiry hair, Ed shelters a complex, well-oiled mind that sparks the rotation of our own intellectual cogs. He shelters knowledge of not only mechanics, but also of how to communicate his ideas effectively. Although he isn’t a teacher, he still manages to shape our minds.
“Let’s keep on it and get ‘er done!”
Ed has acted as mentor to many other teams, including teams 2180, 2495, 25, and 1089. He refuses to accept payment for specially manufactured parts and donates extensive time to the team. At the end of the day, Ed’s gruff timbre echoes through our heads with constant reminders: Check numbers. Make a list. Use your resources. Talk to your teammates. “Measure twice, cut once.”
